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Online resources for study skills 

 

Advice covering many areas of study skills  

Many universities offer a complete suite of advice online which covers all the elements of 
studying at university level. Where this information is available to the public (eg Reading 
University), it makes an easy one-stop-shop for NCA students; most students will find it 
helpful to refresh their understanding of how to study.  

 

Preparing for study 

If you are returning to study after a long break or have English as a second language, you 
may have concerns about being ready to study at university level. There are some free 
online courses which you may like to study, before coming to the NCA, or within your first 
year here: 

A beginner’s guide to writing in English for university study 

Preparing for university 

Academic integrity: values, skills and action 

Am I ready to study in English? 

There is some other more specific guidance eg for mature students and getting organised. 

 

Academic English 

Writing at university level needs a particular set of skills; you can’t use txtspk or slang! These 
links lead to free resources about academic English.  

Academic writing (Reading University) 

Grammar exercises 

Academic writing  

 

Making notes 

In a lecture, or when reading a book, how can you make notes that will be useful to you, 
when it comes to preparing an assignment, or revising for exams? Try these links: 

Strategies for note-taking 

Effective note-taking 

http://www.reading.ac.uk/internal/studyadvice/StudyResources/sta-studyresources.aspx
http://www.reading.ac.uk/internal/studyadvice/StudyResources/sta-studyresources.aspx
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/english-for-study
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/preparing-for-uni
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/academic-integrity
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/education/educational-technology-and-practice/educational-practice/am-i-ready-study-english/content-section-0
http://www.reading.ac.uk/internal/studyadvice/mature/sta-returntostudy.aspx
http://www.learnhigher.ac.uk/learning-at-university/time-management/
http://www.reading.ac.uk/internal/studyadvice/StudyResources/sta-academic.aspx
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/arts/exercises/grammar/grammar_tutorial/index.htm
http://extra.intouea.com/academic-writing/
https://www.examtime.com/blog/4-note-taking-strategies/
http://www.reading.ac.uk/internal/studyadvice/StudyResources/Reading/sta-effective.aspx
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How to become a critical reader 

Don’t forget that preparing before a lecture - and revisiting your notes afterwards – will 
make your notes more memorable and useful to you. 

 

Writing an assignment 

We have several relevant books in the library, eg: 

Writing an assignment (Pauline Smith) 

Good essay writing (Peter Redman) 

How to write better essays (Bryan Greetham) 

And there are lots of resources online: 

Writing an essay (Southampton University) 

 

Getting your references right 

Academic integrity is critical, and this means making sure you do your referencing correctly. 

Refme is a useful app for zapping barcodes into your smartphone! It also does web-based 
references, eg journal articles. You can make folders (eg for individual assignments) and put 
references into the appropriate folder. Checking and editing the references is then easy, 
especially online, and you can then export the whole folder (in Harvard style), directly into 
your Word document or into Mendeley (or Evernote, Endnote, RefWorks etc). 

However, we recommend that you use a full bibliographic programme, if at all possible, such 
as Mendeley or Endnote, as this will allow you to keep pdfs of articles, and to make notes on 
pdfs. There is a guide to getting started with Mendeley on Moodle/Resources (NB do follow 
all nine points in this guide), as well as some FAQ for Mendeley. 

 

Learning and remembering things 

This excellent course shows you that understanding how we learn may help you to learn 
better. We all have different learning styles, so you may need to explore what works for you. 

Mindmaps such as iMindmap or XMind 

Flash cards, such as Quizlet 

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/languages/english-language/how-be-critical-reader/content-section-0
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1857038304?keywords=Writing%20an%20Assignment&qid=1450189741&ref_=sr_1_3&s=books&sr=1-3
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Good-Essay-Writing-association-Publications/dp/B00EKYZQ10/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1450189960&sr=1-2&keywords=good+essay+writing+a+social+sciences+guide
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B00JYHFHPI?keywords=how%20to%20write%20better%20essays%20bryan%20greetham&qid=1450189928&ref_=sr_1_4&s=books&sr=1-4
http://www.studyskills.soton.ac.uk/studytips/write_essay.htm
https://www.refme.com/i/
https://www.mendeley.com/
http://endnote.com/
https://www.coursera.org/learn/learning-how-to-learn/
http://www.tonybuzan.com/about/mind-mapping/
http://imindmap.com/how-to-mind-map/
https://www.xmind.net/
https://quizlet.com/

